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FORNIA * GARFIELD 4-0644 


September 26, 1963 


The President 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

My dear Mr. President: 

In Max Free dman's column In the Los Angeles Times todav I 

! State DeDa?tL^f at n m r Ch bi S kerl ?S and conflict existed between the 
i viet! K am P an a oShlr ooSntriesr the °“ conce ™ ln S South 

Scusea°thA L? e o? d » r ??J' 0 001 ™f ntator William Winter, who openly 
accuses the CIA of setting policy and Initiating practices which 

human dignity and defeat State Department political 
strategy. Further, Mr. Winter states the CIA actively engages in 
bringing about the downfall of heads of foreign governments who 
openly endeavor to break feudalists powers through Snd refom 
social movement, or even neutrality and compromise. The countries 

Viet?Nam ra iaJs al the e c S named ^eluded among others, Iran, South 
vieu ham, Laos, the Caribbean, and Central America. 

lncr f dulous to that a department (CIA) of this govern- 

SSLv POll J y and lnltlafce action which violates Ys? 

without covert approval of higher authority. It seems 

s the Extent S that' if h n fc ^ ? IA sh ° uld be completely autonomous to 
ments fc need not coordinate its actions with other depart- 
ments. Yet these are the accusations being made. F 

f? CIA 3 Z icblm of re Pertorial sensationalism? Or could 

the scapegoat of the nation's mistakes, i.e., the Bay of Pigs? 

? r H iS tr ^ 6 t hat lfc act3 aut onomously, and within itself acts as 

ma£f ™ 3t ? fce and defense Kifch ihe P°wer and author?^ to 

make limited war, to compromise, and to decide who Is the orooer 

person to be the head of government of a foreign state and whaf 

I dTnntYnw* 5W politlca i social anJYSnomL^oSclesf 
I do not know, but It seems to me the citizens of this nation will 
want an answer to these questions. nation will 


Cordially 



Merl Shields 
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CONFIDENT 



2 3 OCT (9*iv 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 
VIA: 

SUBJECT: 

REFERENCE: 


Director of Central Intelligence 

Deputy Director (Plans) 

Suggested Handling of Letters to 
White House re CIA 

White House Letters Forwarded to CFE (attached) 


We suggest that the best way to handle these letters ls for 
The White House to send brief notes to the writers, expressing 
appreciation for their Interest and concern on a matter of national 
security. Along with this, we recommend a brief mention that the CIA 
Is part of the White House team and Inclusion with the letter of repLy 
to each writer enclosure of the President's recent press statement 

concerning the Agency. 

STAT 

Chief, Far East Division 

Attachment 

Ref Letters (2) 
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amiQN DIRECT REPLY _ 

"APPROVAL DISPATCH 

PREPARE REPLY 

— 

RECOMMENDATION 

— 

COMMENT FILE 

RETURN 

— 

CONCURRENCE INFORMATION 



SIGNATURE 


STAT 


FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER 
■ nmc annuls ANO PHONE NO. 


unclassified ~| 
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DATE 

16 Oct 63 

SECRET - 
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TRANSMITTAL SLIP 


DATE 

9 Dec o3 


TO: 


Mj 


ROOM NO. 

ER 


REMARKS: 


BUILDING 


These came in while I was in I 

t^C/FF ' a ! th ° Ugh the T we re forwardel 
to C/FE and others for comment - I " 

o not think answers or other action 
is needed. Return to files. 


FF 

ROO 


extension 


FORM NO .0/1 1 
I FEB 55 ^41 


REPLACES FORM 36-8 
WHICH MAY BE USED. 


GPO : 1957 — 0-439445 
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